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1. Commnist Culbural Program

5o Organtsation

For the past six months the main sourcs of commmist culbural astlvity in Syrin
Tumer Bmesy Rha fgsocialicn For the Erchsnes of Csﬂ?vvm Pabmesn Sovleh Russiz and
Syriz (Jama'iyatu 't Talawumi Baine Rasiyati 's Sufiyatiyati wa Suriysh). It
was founded essentlzlly as a Russian countorpard of the %British Council® plan.

25x1A6a - [N Comven s

(i} The British Gouncil was esteéblishad in felisstine largely
on the assumption that British eiviligabion can supply the
scandest standards of education and social pmgfesao The
gouneil vherefore aims ab promoting knocwledge of all aspucts
of Britainis culiure by mesns of adult eé’metmﬁ in the main
cenvers of large citisa and through cultural and social clubs
in smegdlor fowns.

{2} Previous reports from other sources on the subjsct of Ruesian
wuliural sncieties have mentioned the existence of the Society
of Cultural Ccopfavation In Byrie, headed by Dr. Ramll SAryad,
and ths Socldté Syro-Russe pouz‘ 1raide Col t.umlleo In &il
pwobability theze ave variationg produced In translating and
ave the same organization as the Associztion discussed in this report.

be Ufficers

The hssoeiation's dlm ecting group is reporded to be eompletaely inburiccked
X uh that of the Commmnisht Parlv, arnd it i in olsse touch with the Fussian
soerdinn znd wivie vne local Tass representative. The main of ficers of the

a% a“a.m Zation ave:

{1} Prosidentz ¥, ¥=3il ‘Avwed. yrofessow In $he DoTosous D0LESE
acheol and a leading comminist intml@ctuaiu Sourge
repores him to s 2 caustic man of remarkable ine
tallizenca having many powerful fidends in the loverne
ment, notably Ahmad Sharsbatl, Defense Minisiter,
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(2) VicesPresident: Dr. Jamil Saliba, important employee
of the Syrien Ministry of Education,
Director of the Damascus normal sehool.
1% was previcusly reported that he re-
ceives propsgands from the Soviet Legation
which he distributes among friends, teachers,
and students,

3) Secre‘céw: Fawsl Shalq, engineer, formerly purchasing
ageut for the mnicipality of Damascus. Also
Secretary of the Communist Party in Damascus.

es Frogrem

{1) The Association is reported to have an expensive, welle-furnished
center on Shari Ruadsh, a street in the new, upper middle class
residential district of Armus which is a subutb of Damascus. The
cenber provides spacs and equipnent for a program of lectures, teas,
exhibitions and motion pictures(the last, provided by the Soviet
Legation.) The lectures, given by such prominent local communists as
Qudri Qal'ajl, Michel Baddurah, Rashid 'Isa, and Najjat Kessat Hasan,
cover a variety of topies on a single thems, including Commmnist Herces,
Heroic Exploits of the Red Army, Communist Progress ond Achieveménts, etc.
Educational enterprises sponsored by the United States in the levend _
are regulerly baited at these lectures as being imperlalistic and fascistic.

(2) The Syrian delepates on the recently returned Cultural Mission to the
U.Se5.Re mere all menbers of the Association. Source confirms previous
reports that whils their public reactions to the trip were enthusiastic,
privetely they indicated dismay at the conditions in Russia and were
offended at being treated as equals with the backward people of the
Uzbek Republic.

' 2., Communist Indoctrination of Teschers

@ In population centers where there is no branch of the Commnist Perty,
the Party's executive has been using teachers placed in government or
private schools %o spread commmist ideclogy. The teachers are selected
for indoctrination in the normal schels of Damascus and Homs by Iv.
Jemil Saliba, Dr. Kamil 'Ayyad, and Paqir 'Aqil, & young AUB~trained
professor ab Homs normal school, Vhen sent ouh, the teachers arve
supplied with subscriptions to Sawt al-Sha'b, the Commnist newspaper,
and other related literature. They work rirst among other teachers
and civil servants and try to meke contacts among local intslligemtsia.

be This method of operating has been confirmed by sovrces who supply
‘* the following specific details:
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(1) tattakiar Although there has been no overily organized
or active communist movement to date, five or
six communist school teachers sre believed to
be enlisting sympathizers. It is estimsted
that about fifty people might be persuaded *o
Join the Party. .

(2) Banyas: A communist teacher from the normal aschool at
Homs has reportedly grouped most of the younger
professors in the Lycde around him, Parents are
alarmed by pupils' reports.

(3) Palmyra (Tadmor): A young, Homs~trained, teacher encourages
people to read Sawt al-Sha'b, Substantial
citizens, however, are said to scoff at his

. efforts to preach communism,

() Deir ez-Zor: Tw professors from the Damascus noymal school
and one from Homs are evidently widely influential
among teachers and eivil servants. Thoy have
formed a comminist group which is in touch with
the Party branch in Qamishli,

sm%m
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